
MINUTES
COUNCIL

Wednesday 18 November 2015

Councillor Meredith Lawrence (Mayor)

Present: Councillor Sandra Barnes
Councillor Michael Adams
Councillor Bruce Andrews
Councillor Pauline Allan
Councillor Emily Bailey
Councillor Peter Barnes
Councillor Chris Barnfather
Councillor Denis Beeston MBE
Councillor Alan Bexon
Councillor Tammy Bisset
Councillor Nicki Brooks
Councillor Bob Collis
Councillor John Clarke
Councillor Jim Creamer
Councillor Kevin Doyle
Councillor Boyd Elliott
Councillor David Ellis
Councillor Andrew Ellwood
Councillor Paul Feeney

Councillor Kathryn Fox
Councillor Gary Gregory
Councillor Sarah Hewson
Councillor Jenny Hollingsworth
Councillor Viv McCrossen
Councillor Barbara Miller
Councillor Marje Paling
Councillor John Parr
Councillor Michael Payne
Councillor Carol Pepper
Councillor Stephen Poole
Councillor Colin Powell
Councillor Alex Scroggie
Councillor Paul Stirland
Councillor John Truscott
Councillor Jane Walker
Councillor Henry Wheeler
Councillor Paul Wilkinson

Absent: Councillor Roxanne Ellis, Councillor Helen 
Greensmith and Councillor Muriel Weisz

46   THOUGHT FOR THE DAY. 

Prior to the formal business of the meeting the Mayor led Council in a 
minute of silence to remember the victims of the recent terrorist attacks 
in Paris.

The Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Darryl Holt, provided a thought for the 
day.

47   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies were received from Councillors Roxanne Ellis, Greensmith 
and Weisz.

48   MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS. 



The Mayor invited members of the Gedling Youth Council to make a 
presentation to members about National Bullying Week which included a 
video that had been commissioned to show in local schools. The Mayor 
thanked the Youth Councillors for their attendance and the very 
informative presentation.

The Mayor also updated Councillors on recent engagements that he had 
attended including the official opening of the new headquarters for his 
chosen charity (We R Here), the opening of Nottingham’s Goose Fair 
and various remembrance events. In particular he had been very moved 
by events at the national Holocaust Memorial Centre’s anniversary and 
the service recently held in Calverton in recognition of the Polish airmen 
who were lost over Calverton during the Second World War.

49   TO APPROVE, AS A CORRECT RECORD, THE MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING HELD ON 16 SEPTEMBER 2015. 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the above meeting, having been circulated, be 
approved as a correct record.

50   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 

None.

51   TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ASKED BY THE PUBLIC UNDER 
STANDING ORDER 8. 

None received.

52   TO DEAL WITH ANY PETITIONS RECEIVED UNDER STANDING 
ORDER 8A. 

None received.

53   TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ASKED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
COUNCIL UNDER STANDING ORDER 9. 

None received.

54   EAST MIDLANDS DEVOLUTION DEAL. 

Consideration was given to a report of the Chief Executive that updated 
Council on progress made towards a devolution deal for 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.

RESOLVED to:



1) Note the progress towards a devolution deal for Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire; 

2) Delegate authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the 
Leader of the Council and Leader of the Opposition to continue 
negotiations and to sign the devolution deal, subject to ratification of the 
deal by the Full Council; 

3) Ask the Chief Executive to continue to provide regular updates to all 
Councillors on the progress of the deal; and 

4) Agree that a report to consider the final agreement of the deal will be 
brought to Full Council after the necessary changes in legislation and 
conclusion of a detailed deal document.

55   CHANGES TO REPRESENTATION ON COMMITTEES. 

Consideration was given to a report of the Service Manager Elections 
and Members’ Services that proposed changes to the membership of 
committees.

RESOLVED to make the following changes to Committee 
Membership: 

1) Councillor Roxanne Ellis is replaced by Councillor Collis on the 
Environment and Licensing Committee and the Licensing Act 
Committee;

2) Councillor Wilkinson is appointed as substitute member for the 
Environment and Licensing Committee and the Licensing Act 
Committee;

3) Councillor Hewson is replaced by Councillor Bisset on the Joint 
Consultative and Safety Committee; and

4) Councillor Hewson is appointed as substitute member for the Joint 
Consultative and Safety Committee.

56   UPDATED PLANNING COMMITTEE PROTOCOL AND CODE OF 
PRACTICE. 

Consideration was given to the recommendations made by the Planning 
Committee concerning the updated Planning Committee protocol, 
revised Code of Practice for Councillors in dealing with Planning 
Applications and the Planning Delegation Panel arrangements.

RESOLVED to:

1) Approve the revised version of the Gedling Borough Council 
Code of Practice for Councillors in dealing with Planning 
Applications for insertion into the Constitution;



2) Approve the revised arrangements for the Planning Delegation 
Panel for insertion into the Constitution; and

3) Request that a comprehensive review be undertaken of the role, 
responsibilities and operation of the Planning Delegation Panel as 
part of the Planning Improvement Plan and that a report with 
recommendations from the review be submitted to Full Council 
before the end of the current civic year.

57   ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT PANEL. 

Consideration was given to a report of the Chief Executive, which had been 
circulated prior to the meeting, which sought Council approval to establish an 
Independent Panel for the purpose of advising the Council on matters relating 
to the dismissal of the Council’s statutory officers.

RESOLVED to:

1) Constitute the Appeals and Retirements Committee along with the 
required inclusion of Independent Persons as an advisory committee 
under Section 102 of the Local Government Act 1972 and for the 
purposes of fulfilling the 2015 Regulations outlined in the report.

2) Delegate authority to the Monitoring Officer (or Deputy Monitoring 
Officer where the Monitoring Officer is subject of the dismissal) to 
convene the Independent Panel and invite and appoint relevant 
Independent Persons to the Panel as set out in the report.

58   AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT STANDING ORDERS. 

Consideration was given to a report of the Council Solicitor and 
Monitoring Officer which sought approval for amendments to the 
Contract Standing Orders in the Constitution. 

RESOLVED to:

1) Approve the revised Contract Standing Orders attached as 
Appendix 1 to the report; and

2) Authorise the Council Solicitor and Monitoring Officer to make the 
appropriate amendments to the Constitution to incorporate the 
Standing Orders.

59   TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS 
CONCERNING ANY MATTER DEALT WITH BY THE EXECUTIVE 
OR BY A COMMITTEE OR SUB-COMMITTEE (STANDING ORDER 
11.1). 

In accordance with Standing Order 11.1, a number of comments were 
made and responded to by the appropriate Cabinet Member or 
Committee Chair.



60   TO CONSIDER MOTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 12. 

None received.

61   TO CONSIDER COMMENTS, OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN, UNDER STANDING ORDER 11.03(A). 

None received.

The meeting finished at 7.20 pm

Signed by Chair:
Date:


